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How much is spent on state highway construction – major 
projects vs. rehabilitation? 

 
 
 

State’s primary responsibility is the state highway system 
 

• Wisconsin is home to 112,363 miles of public roads – including federal, state 
and Interstate highways, local roads and streets. A little more than 10% of these 
roads (11,753 miles) comprise the state highway system. 

 
• While the state highway system accounts for only 10% of all public road mileage 

in the state, it carries 60% of the traffic load. 
 
 
Major highway projects are a small part of highway spending 
 

• Major projects account for just 10.4% ($474 million in 2001-03) of transportation 
spending – 90 cents of every transportation dollar is used for other purposes. 

 
• The major highway program has a separate set of appropriations. Funding is 

54% bond funded, 24% federal funds and 22% state funds.  
 
• The 32 projects currently enumerated and scheduled for construction consume 

almost all of funding budgeted for the program through 2008. 
 
 
Rehabilitating existing highways and bridges the top priority 
 

• To ensure public safety and the state’s economic vitality, highway investments 
focus on rehabilitating and maintaining existing highways and bridges.  

 
• More than 26% ($1.2 billion) of the state’s 2001-03 transportation budget is 

dedicated toward rehabilitating statewide highways and bridges. About 3.5% of 
the budget ($160 million) is committed to reconstructing aging freeways in 
southeast Wisconsin, including the Marquette Interchange. 

 



• Rehabilitation includes resurfacing projects, reconditioning and reconstructing 
highways to ensure safety driving conditions. Work on the 4,800 bridges along 
the state highway system generally includes improvements to increase load-
carrying capacity and widen deck roadways. 

 
• Input from the general public and elected officials, as well as analysis by state 

transportation engineers and planners, helps determine which highway 
rehabilitation projects get constructed. 

 
 
Major projects must meet statutory definition 
 

• Under state law, a major highway project: 
 

• has a total cost of more than $5 million 

• constructs a new route of 2.5 or more miles 

• adds capacity to five or more miles of an existing highway 

• or converts an existing multi-lane divided highway of 10 or more miles 
to freeway standards 

 
• Typically, major projects do not create new highway corridors, but rather add 

capacity to existing corridors.  
 

• Only about 5% additional lane miles have been added to the state highway 
system since the early 1980’s. Meanwhile, travel during the period grew 60%. 

 
• Of the money allocated for majors, only a portion is actually used for 

construction. Major program funds also pay for study and design costs, 
engineering fees and environmental mitigation. 

 
• Frequently, major project funds are used to reconstruct existing lanes/bridges – 

work that would otherwise be paid for with state highway rehabilitation funds. 
 
 
Major project selection process  
 

• Work on Major Highway Projects is determined through input from the public, 
elected officials, and the Transportation Projects Commission (TPC). 

 
• Created in 1983, the 15-member TPC is chaired by the Governor, includes five 

state senators, five representatives and three citizen members. The Secretary of 
the Wisconsin Department of Transportation serves as a non-voting member. 

 



• The TPC holds public hearings and makes recommendations on major highway 
projects. Ultimately, the Governor and the Legislature determine which projects 
are added to the list for construction and funded through the state budget. 

 
• A total of 46 projects have been completed since the program was created. 

Currently, there are: 
 

o 32 projects enumerated and scheduled for construction 
o 12 projects in the environmental study phase 
o 37 State Highway Plan projects yet to enter environmental study 
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TENTATIVE MAJOR PROJECTS SCHEDULE
As of December 1, 2002

Enumerated Projects Fiscal Years

Enumeration Hwy Project Name 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
1991 12 Whitewater Bypass
1991 31 CTH S - STH 11
1991 50 USH 12 - Slades Corners
1991 57 STH 54 - Dyckesville
1991 110 USH 41 - STH 116
1993 12 Sauk City - Middleton
1993 81 / 213 Beloit Bypass
1993 151 Fond du Lac Bypass
1993 13 Marshfield Boulevard
1993 64 Houlton - New Richmond
1995 151 Belmont - Dodgeville
1995 16 Oconomowoc Bypass
1995 53 Eau Claire Bypass
1997 12 Lake Delton - Sauk City
1997 151 Dickeyville - Belmont
1997 11 Burlington Bypass
1997 57 Dyckesville - Sturgeon Bay
1997 141 STH 22 - STH 64
1999 23 STH 67 - USH 41
1999 41 Oconto - Peshtigo
2001 17 STH 17 Relocation
2001 26 Janesville - Watertown

Enumerated Corridors

Enumeration Hwy Project Name 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
1989 151 Waupun - Fond du Lac
1989 10 Marshfield - USH 45
1991 41 Freeway Conversion
1991 29 IH 94 - Chippewa Falls
1997 53 La Crosse Corridor
2001 39 / 51 IH 39 / USH 51 Corridor

Preparation Phase Construction Phase

Fiscal Years


